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SUB J : THAI MEDIA REACTION- WOLFF NARCOTIC DISCLOSURES 

THREE MAJOR BANGKOK DAILIES CONTINUE COMMENT ON CONGRESSMAN 
LESTER WOLFF'S DISCLOSURE OF THE NAMES OF SINO-THAI BUSINESSMEN 
ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING. 

COLUMNIST SERMSRI ECKACHAI, WRITING MAY 24 IN THE MASS- 
CIRCULATION THAI-LANGUAGE PEPER DAILY TIME, WHICH SHE OWNS, 

SAYS SHE’S GLAD THE NAMES HAVE BEEN EXPOSED AND HOPES THE 12 
ALLEGED TRAFFICKERS WILL BE EXECUTED UNDER ARTICLE 21 OF THE THAI 
CONSTITUTION (UNDER WHICH NO TRAIL WOULD BE NECESSARY). 

SERMSRI ARGUES THAT "SINCE NARCOTICS ARE THE GREATEST DANGER 
TO SOCIETY" THE GOVERNMENT MUST EMPLOY "STRONGER MEASURES. ..TO 
ELIMINATE THESE SUBVERTERS FORM THIS COUNTRY." WITH PROFITS MADE 
IN NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING, THIS WILL BE HARD, SHE CONTINUES, AND WARNS 
AGAINST TRAFFICKERS’S USE OF "BRIBERY AT ALL LEVELS" TO STAY IN 
BUSINESS. 

SERMSRI CONCLUDES THAT THE THAI GOVERNMENT SHOULD 
ESTABISH A" SPECIAL ORGANIZATION TO HANDLE NARCOTICS CASES DIRECTLY, 
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TO "FIND THE NARCOTICS MASTERMINDS" AND ONCE FOUND, DISPOSING OF 
THEM EITHER THROUGH THE COURTS OR ARTICLE 21. 

COLUMNIST TAHRAN KAO IN THE CONSERVATIVE AFTERNOON DAILY 
SIAM RATH, OWNED BY FORMER PRIME MINISTER KUKRIT PRAMOJ, DECLARED 
MAY 23 THAT HE DOUBTS THE ACCURACY OF THE WOLFF DISCLOSURES. 

OTHERWISE, TAHARN CONTINUES, "OUR NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION COMMITTEE 
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WOULD HAVE ARRESTED (THE TRAFFICKERS) LONG AGO SO THAT THE PRIME 
MINISTER COULD ORDER THEIR EXCCUTION." 

TAHARN FEELS THAT THE WOLFF REMARKS WERE MADE TO GAIN 
HEADLINES FOR HIMSELF AT THE EXPENSE OF THAILAND'S REPUTATION, 

AND THEY HAVE MOST SERIOUSLY SULLIED THE IMAGE OF OUR 
COUNTRY. 

"THE FACT THAT IT HAS BEEN SHOWN THAT AMERICANS 
CANNOT BE TRUSTED IS NOT AS SERIOUS AND IMPORTANT AS WHO 
WILL BE ABLE TO CLEANSE THE IMAGE OF THAILAND, WHICH HAS BEEN 
COMPLETELY SULLIED?" 

COLUMNIST CHOTE SAENG, WRITING MA24 IN THE MASS- 
CIRCULATION DAO DARA YUK SIAM, SAYS THE WOLFF REMARKS WILL 
GREATLY BOOST TOURIST TRAVEL TO THAILAND, BUT ALL THE TOURISTS 
WILL BE "DOPE ADDICTS." CHOTE REGARDS WOLFF'S STATEMENTS AS 
"IRRESPONSIBLE" AND DECLARES THAT THILAND IS VERY STRICT IN 
DEMANDING THAT ALL (NARCOTICS) SUPPRESSION WORK BE CARRIED ON IN 
DEAD EARNEST," AS SHOWN BY THE EXECUTION LAST MONTH OF A NARCOTICS 
TRAFFICER. 

TURNING PHILOSOPHICAL, CHOTE SYAS THE NARCOTICS TRAFFICKERS 
WHO ARE CAUGHT OR EXECUTED ARE "SMALL FRY WHOSE LIVES ARE WORTHLESS 
AND WHO CONSIDER THEMSELVES LUCKY IF THEY CAN EARN ENOUGH MONEY 
TO KEEP BODY AND SOUL TOGETHER DAY BY DAY." 

CHOTE WONDERS IF PRESENT THAI GOVERNMENT NARCOTICS 
SUPPRESSION METHODS ARE ON THE RIGHT TRACK. "THE DISASTER MENACING 
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OUR NATION CAUSED BY ILLICIT DRUGS IS INCREASING DAILY. THE MORE 
DRASTIC THE SUPPRESSION ACTION TAKEN, THE HIGHER THE NUMBER OF 
DRUG ADDICTS, "CHOTE CONCLUDES. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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